
Tertiary
education

POST-INITIAL HIGHER EDUCATION

ACADEMIC 
HIGHER 

EDUCATION 
(UNIVERSITY)

(WO)
4 years

HIGHER 
PROFESSIONAL 

EDUCATION
(HBO)
4 years

SENIOR 
SECONDARY 
VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION, 

LONG COURSE
(LANG-MBO)

3 - 4 years

SENIOR 
SECONDARY 
VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION, 

SHORT COURSE
(KORT-MBO)

2 years

TERTIARY 
APPRENTICESHIP

(max. 2 years)

ADVANCED 
APPRENTICESHIP

(max. 2 years)

INITIAL
 APPRENTICESHIP

(1 - 3 years)

INDIVIDUAL 
PREPARA-

TORY 
VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

(IVBO)

PREPARATORY 
VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

(VBO)
4 years

age 12 - 16 

JUNIOR 
 GENERAL

SECONDARY  
EDUCATION 

(MAVO)
4 years

age 12 -16

SENIOR
GENERAL  

SECONDARY
EDUCATION 

(HAVO)
5 years

age 12 -17

PRE-
UNIVERSITARY 
EDUCATION 

(VWO)
6 years

age 12 -18

BASIC CURRICULUM

PRIMARY EDUCATION 
6 years, age 6 - 12

SPECIAL 
PRIMARY

EDUCATION

Senior secondary 
education

Secondary 
education

Overview Dutch educational system 
until August 1997
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national centres of

expertise on vocational

education, training and

the labour market


